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SUMMER-READING ASSIGNMENT

REQUIRED BOOKS (bring BOTH of them back to Midland in September!!): 

1. Into the Wild, by Jon Krakauer (this is a work of nonfiction)

2. The Catcher in the Rye, by J.D. Salinger (this is a novel)
· If you have already read one or both of them, then please reread them. Rereading is one of life’s great pleasures; plus, you will be completing writing assignments on both books. Additionally, we will refer to Into the Wild at various points during the school year, so you will especially need this book.

· Also, try to read these books in late July or August, so you remember details more easily.

· Do not substitute reading Into the Wild with watching the recent film version of the book; Krakauer’s book contains information not in the movie. Once you have read the book, I absolutely encourage you to watch the movie to supplement your reading of the book.
If you would like to read other books, please do! Be guided by your own interests, or select any from the list below—all of which relate in some way to the five themes of the American Studies curriculum. (You can use Amazon.com to research the plots of the novels before going to a book store or buying online.)

Curriculum Themes:

· The American Native (a unit about Native Americans prior to and after conquest)

· The American Idea (a unit about the people and ideas that shaped our country)

· The American Other (a unit primarily focused on African-American and women’s history and literature, but also the painful experiences of all “others” encountering discrimination, prejudice, and/or oppression)

· The American Dream (upward mobility)

· The American World (American involvements outside of its borders)
Native American titles!!

The Heretic’s Daughter: A Novel, by Kathleen Kent

Fever 1793, by Laurie Halse Anderson

April Morning, by Howard Fast

Caucasia, by Danzy Senna

West of the Jordan, by Laila Halaby

Strength in What Remains, by Tracy Kidder (nonfiction)

The Woman Warrior, by Maxine Hong Kingston

The Perfect Man, by Naeem Murr

The Gravedigger’s Daughter, by Joyce Carol Oates

Typical American, by Gish Jen

Bone by Bone by Bone, by Tony Johnston

Middle Passage, by Charles Johnson

Song Yet Sung, by James McBride

Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Zora Neale Hurston

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, by Betty Smith

The Things They Carried, by Tim O’Brien

Echo House, by Ward Just (a novel for history buffs)

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, by Ken Kesey

On the Road, by Jack Kerouac

The Bell Jar, by Sylvia Plath

Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury
Note: Many of the novels in the list above contain adult themes and language. If your parents prefer that you avoid such books unless guided by a teacher, please feel free to read other books.

If you are taking Honors American Studies, it may be helpful for you to read one of the following American classics:

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, by Harriet Beecher Stowe

Although the American anti-slavery movement had existed at least as long as the nation itself, Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) stirred up public opinion as nothing had before. Indeed, Abraham Lincoln told Stowe her work had been a catalyst for the Civil War. Today the novel is often labeled condescending, and “Uncle Tom” has become a synonym for a submissive black yes-man, Stowe’s Tom is actually American literature’s first black hero, a man who suffers for refusing to obey his white oppressors. Uncle Tom’s Cabin is passionate in its vivid depiction of the cruelest forms of injustice and inhumanity—and the courage it takes to fight against them.

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain

Sail down the Mississippi with Huck Finn and runaway slave, Jim. Twain's uses biting irony and folksy language to create an unforgettable image of pre-Civil War America with its sleepy river towns, con men, family feuds, and a variety of colorful characters.

The Red Badge of Courage, by Stephen Crane

The story revolves around Henry Fleming, a member of the 304th regiment of the Union Army. At the start of the novel Henry is eager to show his patriotism in battle but when faced with the savagery of death he flees the frontline. Throughout the novel Henry struggles with his courage in the face of the horror of war.

The Jungle, Upton Sinclair 

Graphic, grim descriptions of utter poverty and impossibly unsanitary conditions in meat-packing plants grab hold of you and won’t let you go. An accurate portrayal of life for immigrants in industry in Chicago in the early 1900s.

The Grapes of Wrath, by John Steinbeck

Although this novel follows the movement of thousands of men and women and the transformation of an entire nation, it is also the story of one Oklahoma farm family, the Joads, who are driven off their homestead and forced to travel west to the promised land of California. Out of their trials and their repeated collisions against the hard realities of an America divided into Haves and Have-Nots, Steinbeck created an intensely human drama.

INDEPENDENT CREDIT: A 500-word journal that responds to some aspect of any book you read. Please do not summarize the book(s). Share what the book makes you think about. If appropriate, connect it to another book you’ve read with similar themes or situations. The credit you earn will depend on the quality and effort put into your journal.

